
 

Y ou may have read in the local press that I was invited recently to a dinner organised by 

the SSAT to celebrate the schoolõs ôhigh attainmentõ.  This was a high profile dinner 

with the Schoolõs Minister where he congratulated the schools concerned on our 

performances.  The threshold for being placed in this category was the GCSE results 

across the board.  We comfortably exceeded their criteria (our results in brackets) of 60% 5+ 

A* - C including English and Maths (67%), 53.7% with 2+ A* - C in Science (70%) and 31.6% 1 A* - 

C in Modern Foreign Languages (45%).  We are optimistic that this year these results will be even 

better.  (You will see the article on page 6 of this newsletter.)  

 

A t the end of this term we have two colleagues leaving.  Mr W Harrison (Science) 

is leaving after a period of ill -health but hopes to return to work on some 

specific projects and Ms Uzzell (RE) is moving on to an examining post.  We wish them 

well and thank them for their contributions to the school.  You will no doubt have read 

in the press about the reductions in public spending.  We are facing a more challenging 

budget this year, as funding for Sixth Form in particular has been cut.  This is despite the growth 

in numbers and is sadly a pre -cursor of what looks likely to come after the election.  

 

W e have however been successful in a ôrural fundingõ bid of Ã138,000 which will enable us to pursue a range of exciting developments in conjunction with the 

TCR Hub next year.  We have also been grateful to Clugstons, the Hubõs construction 

company, which has developed a number of partnership arrangements with us.  

 

A  number of other exciting developments have moved forward this term.  The Rolls 

Royce project which our STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) club 

have been working on has now been delivered to the zoo and we await the outcome of 

the next stage of the competition.   We have also placed a bid of EU funding for a 

partnership with a school in Bulgaria and have developed a partnership with a school 

in China.  Three of our colleagues will be visiting China during the summer holidays and operating a 

summer school.  

 

T he holidays will be an important time for our Years 11 -13 to seriously revise 

and they will be given work to do.  I hope that they will get the balance right, 

enjoy the break but still aim to get the best out of the coming exams.  

 

I   wish everyone a Happy Easter.  

 
Paul Harrison  

Prospect Place   Barnard Castle   County Durham   DL12 8HH     
Tel  (01833) 638166 / 637507      

Fax (01833) 695127          E-mail:  office@teesdaleschool.co.uk  
www.teesdaleschool.co.uk 

School opens for Students 
Monday 19 April 2010  

Teesdale School  
Science College and Sixth 

Form Centre 
Spring 

Newsletter 
2010 



Chinese Exchange Visit Proves a Huge Success  
 

S taff and students at school had the great privilege of entertaining  two staff from our partner school in 

Shijazhuang, near Beijing, from Monday 8th to Tuesday 9th March. Mr Zhao, Deputy Head Teacher and Mr Shi, 

Deputy Director of the Academic Division spent a week in England visiting London and Cambridge before visiting their 

partner schools in the north east and then rounded off their week by visiting Edinburgh before returning to China. The 

staff in the photograph at the Mansion House in Newcastle visited lessons and undertook a tour of the Bowes Museum 

on Monday as well answering questions from Teesdale students about life in China and Chinese schools. They then 

visited the co -hosting school Tudhoe Grange in Spennymoor on Tuesday and still found time to go shopping in 

Newcastle!  

 

T he purpose of the visit was to create links between Teesdale School and School 41 in Shijazhuang with a view to 

sending students from both Teesdale and Tudhoe Grange Schools on a study visit to China in 2011. 

Representatives from the three schools attended the function at the Mansion House in Newcastle in order to formally 

sign a declaration of their commitment to forge meaningful educational links between the staff and students of the 

schools. There are plans to send staff from Teesdale School to China this summer to undertake some teaching and to 

find out more about Chinese culture and their education system.  

 

M rs Bedwell, who co -ordinated the visit in school, said: òThe visit has been a fabulous learning opportunity for all 

concerned. For example, our visitors were extremely interested in the way schools in the UK deliver vocational 

education, something which is not so common 

within the school system in China. Meanwhile, 

our students were extremely impressed at 

the personal qualities exhibited by our 

visitors; by how interested they were in all 

aspects of the British education system and 

how generous they were towards strangers. 

It is clear that we have much to 

learn from each other and 

we look forward to 

developing the next 

stage of our 

partnership when we 

go on a return visit to 

China this summeró. 

2 

International Links 

Montdidier  
 

O nce again a large group of Year 7 pupils will be 
heading to France in mid-June for a week of 

project-work, sightseeing and fun.   Parents are 
reminded that all forms and photos should have been 
handed in by now.   
 

A  Parents' Evening will be held nearer the 
time. 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Sixth Form Work Experience  

 

2  pupils have already enjoyed a week's work 
experience in Aachen in Germany and four 

more are due to spend a week away over 
Easter; 2 in France and 2 in Germany. 

Berlin Trip  
 

Mr. Wiseman is taking 37 pupils on an 

activity -packed trip to Berlin in mid -

July.   If parents want their child to be on 

the group passport, they must let Mr. 

Wiseman know before the Easter 

holidays. 

LðR : Mr Shi (Deputy Director, Academic Devision) Mr Bedwell (Assistant 
Headteacher, Tudhoe Grange) Mr Zhao (Deputy Head Teacher, School 41) Mrs 

Bedwell (Assistant Headteacher, Teesdale) Mr Williams (Assistant Headteacher, 
Teesdale) Mrs Warren (Headteacher, Tudhoe Grange) 

Sick Children  

 
Please can we give a polite reminder that if 

a child feels ill during the school hours, they 
should report to the office where they will be 

assessed by a First Aider, who will then contact parents if 

necessary.   
 

STUDENTS MUST NOT TEXT OR TELEPHONE HOME 

WITHOUT REPORTING TO THE OFFICE. 
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Arts News 

Concert Success 
 

M iss Withill and Mrs Nergaard took 40 students to a 
performance of West Side Story on 26 January to 

help support learning in our KS4 and KS5 courses. A new 
exam course we are offering this year featured Sixth Form 
students organising their own rock ógigô which took place as Dragonfest 
on 4 February.  
 

S tudents Richard Cook, Allister Eldred and Josh Summers organised 
and advertised the concert which was a complete success and was 

part of their BTEC Level 3 National Music course. 

T his has been an extremely busy term for all 
members of the Arts faculty. Top saxophone 

player Snake Davis came into school to work 
with the Soul Band  for the afternoon of 14th 
January. Snake, who is best known for his work 
in M People, has also played with James Brown, 
Lisa Stansfield and Amy Winehouse. Snake 
helped the young players learn about 
breathing, practice, improvisation and life as a 
musician. We even learnt some yoga! 

Busy New Soul Band  
 

O n 25 February our new line up for the Soul 
Band  had their first public performance at 

Butterknowle Village Hall featuring singers Sara Kelly, Jess 
Trevett and Hayley Rundle for the first time.  
 

N ew songs for the band included Nina Simoneôs óMy 
Baby Just Cares For Meô which was delivered with 

class by Sara Kelly. The concert programme was prepared 
and directed by Year 13 students Will Howard and Timothy 
Williams. 

Brilliant Artsweek  
 

A  major new initiative this year was our Artsweek  for all Year 7 
students. All 122 Year 7 students explored the theme of óThe Seaô 

and responded in a creative manner of their choosing. A highlight of 
the week was our visit to Hartlepoolôs Maritime Experience during 
which we all visited the 1817 vintage warship HMS Trincomalee . The 
hardships of school paled into insignificance as we learnt about the life 
expectancy of a powder monkey!  
 

O n Friday 12 February student work was presented to parents with 
two whole hours of Drama being performed along with art and 

artefacts created by 
the students. As one 
student said, ñwhy 
canôt we do this every 
week?ò     
 

Cannon demonstration, 
Hartlepool 

Snake Davis 
playing to the 

Soul Band 

Circus Skills  
 

O n 26 February we were thrilled to welcome juggler 
Winston Plowes  again for a workshop with Year 7 

students in support of their 
Drama Curriculum.  
 
Students balanced peacock 
feathers, took part in spinning 
plates and juggled scarves, as 
well as being treated to a very 
special  performance by 
Winston. 
 

Winston Plowes at The Sage 

Art and Design News  
 

S ince the beginning of term Art students have 
been busy on a number of projects. The Art 

rooms continue to be used everyday at lunchtime 
when students óchill outô and work on coursework or their own 
art projects.  
 

A  group of Year 8 students have been working on 
sculptures about the óStations of the Crossô and have 

based their ideas on Alberto Giacometti.  Year 10 and 11 
students enjoy working on refining their coursework studies 
and the Year 12 and 13 have been hard at work preparing for 
their exams. 
 

M ore recently the External Verifier for the BTEC course 
visited to assess a sample of Year 11 artwork and we 

are very pleased with the results. The EV was particularly 
complimentary of the high standard of their work 

and their enthusiastic and imaginative approach.  
We are very optimistic for the final results.  

Our Governing Body  

COMMUNITY GOVERNORS 
Dr J Philbrick 

(Chair of Governing Body and Chair 
of Personnel Committee) 

Mr J Blissett 
Mr C McCarty 
Dr P Bonnett 
Mrs H O Hobson 
 
STAFF GOVERNORS 
Mr P N Harrison 
Mrs J Cooper 
Mrs K Anderson 
Mr D Ferrari 

LEA GOVERNORS  
Mr P Nicholls 

(Vice Chair of Governing Body and 
Chair of Finance and Environment 
Committee) 

Mrs S Bailes 
Ms S Longcroft 

(Chair of Curriculum Committee) 

 
ASSOCIATE GOVERNOR  
Mr C Cartwright  
 
 
 

PARENT GOVERNORS 
Mrs M Wilkinson 

(Chair of Student Related 
Committee �± including 
Safeguarding) 

Mrs S Williams 
Mr M Brennan 
Mr M Bettison 
Mrs T Wilcox 
Mr S I Metcalfe 
Mr R Lees 
 

W e recently advertised, via the school website and by a letter sent home, for a new Parent Governor.  Mrs K Pickworth whoôs term of 
office came to an end, stood down.  Her work as a Parent Governor over a number of years was valuable and very much 

appreciated. 
 

W e received one nomination, Mr Robin Lees.  His nomination was accepted.  Our current Governing Body is shown below. 


