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he main event of this term has been our Ofsted inspection. We had been expecting

visit from Ofsted since Christmas and the team eventually arrived just before the
summer half-t er m. Of sted now inspect school 6s
more rigorous than the previous one. We were delighted that they recognised the
strengths of the school and graded us as a Good School with Outstanding features.
Those features included the key judgements of Achievement, Every Child Matters,
Outcomes and Safeguarding as all Outstanding.

The School 8s performance was also recognised earlier
and Academies Trust (SSAT). They presented the school with an award for being one of the

highest attaining nationally. This recognition took into account performance in English, Maths,

Science and Modern Foreign Languages. We are delighted that our attainment in these most

important GCSE subjects has been nationally recognised.

W e have some colleagues who are on temporary contracts leaving at the end of
term. Mrs Wood (Science), Mrs Lawson Goldberg (Maths) and Miss
Masterman (PE/ICT). In addition, Mr Salem (ICT) will be moving to a new post in
Saudi Arabia. We thank them for their work and wish them well for the future.

his year we have had to employ a number of supply staff to cover staff absence and

we are well aware of the impact this has had on some classes. | am pleased to say that we
now have a full compliment of permanent staff for September and look forward to a better year
next year.

A s with all public services we are waiting to see what will be the impact of the
spending cuts and the new Government0g¢
much information as they can about the new policies. We already have a much lower —~
budget than other schools of a similar size in the County and have managed to get - E)
additional funds from external sources including the EU.

N evertheless despite some of the problems this has been a successful year and we are
anticipating GCSE results which will put us at the top end of the County's schools. This is
the result of hard work from all concerned and | am sure that staff and students alike will benefit
from the summer break and come back refreshed in September.

Paul Harrison

School reopens for students: Headteacher
Monday 6th September 2010 Tuesday 7 September 2010
for Years 7, 12 & 13 | for Years 8, 9, 10 & 11

Prospect Place Barnard Castle County Durham DL12 8HH
Tel (01833) 638166 / 637507
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Belgium Battlefields 2010

t the beginning of April, 50 Year 9 students from school took part in

: he annual Humanities Faculty visit to the First World War
: Battlefields of Flanders and the Somme. They spent time looking at many memorials and
imuseums in and around the Belgium towns of Diksmuide and Ypres together with the
i famous sites of Beaumont Hamel, Thiepval, Lochnagar and Vimy Ridge in the Somme.

Ld R Connor Davies, Jake Sowersby ;Amy
Metcal fe, G.YbommamioCallagr

the final evening the school were again given the honour of laying a wreath during Natasha Holland.

he Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. The students who took part in this :
§ceremony were Connor Davies, Natasha Holland, Amy Metcalfe who laid the wreath, Jake Sowersby and Cleog
:006 Ca |l |-Yegrhaa. nAll five students had researched evidence of relatives who had fallen in the areas visited and were :
: deeply moved by the whole experience. :

A S

1 MFL news are sure pupils will feel === ms=y  Christmas Market in France
enriched on their return.

4 vear 7 pupils and 6 staff t is hoped that a group of year 10
i ; i u y

triwsned France on their annual he department is l| : French students will have the
p to Montdidier, where pupils lookin into the . g h Chri

"‘\ﬂ*"’\were able to try out their ooking - _ o opportunity to visit a French Christmas

. . possibility of organising a trip to Spain in market in Lille, Northern France. This

French, experience life in a small o noar future.~ Watch this space! short trip will enable pupils to have the

French town, visit Paris and opportunity to taste typical French

sample the dellghts on offer and have a Il Year 9 pupils have this year Christmas foods as well as browsing

ball in the Asterix Park. _The department completed a new qualification in the'many sta._l!s_and experiencing the

hopes to repeat the experience next year. French (FCSE), which is a nationally Christmas spirit in another country. As

B e well as having the opportunity to buy
recqlgnlsid q}:la |Iflca|tI0n ar:jd 'f\(A)rFLthose original Christmas gifts, it is also the
puplls who will no longer do next  perfect opportunity to use some of the
year, the points achl_eved will add to their language which has been studied at
overall GCSE score in Year 11. school.

r. Wiseman is leading a trip to Berlin
during the last week of term; a city
with a fascinating history and culture. We

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPER HOSTS
I nternational Hosting: Chinese/Russians/French/Germans/Swiss

e have wonderfully supportive parents; the contributions you

have made to the school over the past year have been
invaluable to the school. The time ar
hosting pupils from around the world reinforces our commitment to
education.

n Behalf of the staff 16d Iike to
for your unwavering support during the last few years. We
really appreciate your support.

Mr M Briton

School wins EU funding for Bulgarian link he grant means that |
students from Teesdale
Teesdale School heard this week that we have been sustgiégulgaria in October. The
in a bid for EU funding to support a link with a scHemllapking with their Bulg
Bulgaria. The funding will enable students from Teesdale, ovit@@arts at  develo
following the Construction course, to work with Bulgarian S@iifistion techniques
on a building project over the next two years. The partner $ea@gbbral  and  renews
in Koprivshtitsa, a small rural town which is famous fornatesigls. The Bulgarian students
buildings and the use of traditional materials in constwiltitien return to Teesdale in Apri

]J?ﬁg(?evan shows off his building

. skills!
Teesdale School was one of 32 schools in the UK and tyeaomere they will be accommodated '
school in the NeEhst to be awarded this grant. at the Hub and will work on a similar project over here.
he link between the schools follows an approach fro @igimenting in the award, Headteacher, Paul Harrison said:
Harper, a former student of Teesdale, who now lives an ks hi s is great news. Most ove

in Bulgaria. Craig was aware that the school in Koprivshtit@agwages but this project is unique. It will enable our Construction

looking for an English school to work with and that Teesdalstgd@ais, some of whom do not have opportunities to travel, to

held an International Award. Subsequent discussions led explesena different culture and learn about traditional methods used

schools agreeing a partnership which has now been awéide@stern Europe. We also hope that it will raise their awareness of

Comenius grant from the EU. the need for people in the Construction industry to work in other
countries or alongside other nati
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f=S  Arts Faculty News

W\ -
GLA by Mr Ferrari and Mrs Thompson

Successful Saxtet

eesdale Saxtet will have competed in the national finals of the Chamber

Music section of The National Festival of Youth Music in Birmingham by the
time you read this. If they achieve recognition, they could be asked to play in . ) .
the Albert Hall in September! The group represent the highest standard of music _ The line up is from left to right, Mr. Andy Bennett, ( DDC

: p : group represe 9 : peripatetiMusic tutor and band leaBéhe Harrison, Lucy Child,
making Teesdale School has seen and we are indebted to our woodwind teacher | guise Ford, Timothy Williams, Michael Graham, Will Howard.
Mr Bennett for leading these six young musicians so expertly.

Well Done Art

his has been a busy term for the Art
Department. We have coached Year 11
ome of the many wonderful achievements of our studergtusiat® through a new course and they have
highlighted in o8ummer Concert and ExhibitiShowcasp successfully achieved 100% pass rate. The
early in July when 65 students performed alongside mgndiedenes have worked very hard and produced
Middleton in Teesdale Silver Band Community Chidir Added some outstanding work.
Sugar.High quality student exam work from Art and Design Te h
was on display before the concert. Notable highlights in¢l
portraits by GCSE students and lamps designed and manu
AS Level students. We would like to continue this project annua y T
as a more formal event.

Summer Concert

% level students also created excellent work and the
facturea((ﬁmal moderator was very impressed with the creative
Vidual approach to their work. Their final exhibition

was very successful.

he Department has also had an extra
he concert featured wonderful solo#fiitgnDimenbn Violi subject inspection from Durham County
andAnna Staintos i ngi ng OHurt o6 whill e we wéth & judgérlern wiegdod awithg dutstangingy e

of our Year 9 Pop Music project through the performance df rock band features.

Surveillance This was the first performandédefPink Stilett

singing group. Under the leadership of Miss Withill they gave]an inspiring

performance of her own version ofTek@eT hatThis was the Igst

opportunity to see the cui$end Bandperform in school. Alliste

El dr e dd s | WiliSutvieevas ssreal sorpriseh Proceed frorD

the concert are being share®waittard Castle Rotary

Summer Trips for Teachers

uring the summer, two of our teachers Miss Hollindale and
Miss Withill are travelling to China where they will be
teaching English in a Chinese school for three weeks.

School Show Preparation Mrs Thompson is going to America to take part in a
sculpture workshop at Kentucky University.
ur December 2010 The Wiz is well under
way and the energetic team of Mrs hey are all very much looking forward to the experiences.
Nergaard and Miss Withill have begun rehearsing See a more detailed report on the International

already. Students will work off-site in September for two days | Links page .
at St Hild and St Bede College in Durham and the dates for

N m Trips for Students
the show are Tuesday 7" i Friday 10" December.

:-uuu---u"-uuu-u"-uuu-u"u-u-: ------------------------------------------------------ : Arts Faculty Trlps tO ga"erles are planned for the autumn
Construction | to enable students to see Art first hand. The Sixth Form
onstructiongoes from strength to strength. Our stud_ents will be able to visit the r_najor galleries in Lc_mdon and
=Cnew BTEC course at KS5 has produced excellent i enjoy the culture of the capital and another trip to the

e, 6 s o whressi (e e 119 Yorkshire Sculpture Park  to view the work of artist David
I 9 Nash will take place for KS3 and KS4 students.

EstudenAIex Robertdielped Year 6 pupils to lay bricks whén th ey
i visited earlier in July. Students are enjoying a close lirk olIEs M tam
{ building of tHeCR Huland plans are afoot foemhange/wth
i Construction students from a sclBudgarianext year.

;..................................................................................................-: NeW CD Recordlng
Changes forD&T T he Soul Band are

. recording their fourth CD at
In Design and Technology , teachers have been Langdon Beck YHA with Teesdale

preparing for a new approach to teaching at KS3. | community Resources, after which they will
From September, some classes will have the same |pe appearing at Mickleton Village Hall  on
teacher for every area, meaning Mr Wilford and Mr 20" July and at Startforth Community
Newby will be teaching Food Technology to some | Association on 14" September before the

student s. They both say theydre r eall|l Yeari3stwldnts leag forfUrdversityaThed| t o
students better instead of having them move on to another teacher after several CD recording has been funded by the
weeks. Elsewhere in D&T, Ofsted said they were especially impressed with the activities of FTSSB (Friends of Teesdale
quality of craft skills shown by students. School Soul Band).
From the Arts Faculty - Well done to all our art students and the effort they have put in

over the year. 3



