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A s we come to the end of the academic year, =g
we will be saying good-bye to a number of agﬁ 9

our colleagues. Mrs Dalton, (Business/ICT) is
moving on to pursue other interests, Miss W
Withall, (Music), is being very adventurous and is

going to teach in a school in Borneo and two long- (
standing teachers, Mrs Thompson (Art), and Mr
Griffiths, (Geography) are also leaving after many years

service to the school. I would like to thank all of them for
their contribution to the school and wish them well in their

future ventures.
Iy

<>

Rachael Brenkley, who is a Learning Support
Assistant, will be leaving to start a PGCE ¢

!

course in September and Aline Guerbet, who
has had a year's placement with us from a
school in France, will also be leaving. Again we are grateful
for the help they have provided.

We have had to reduce our staffing compliment this coming
year because of budget cuts and the smaller number of
pupils moving up from the Primary schools. The impression
that is given by politicians that school budgets are not being
cut is not correct. A significant proportion of funding is
calculated by grants, which take into account the proportion
of students on free school meals and from areas of
deprivation. A greater focus is being placed on these
factors which penalises us. However, the Government and
Local Authority have also removed other grants which have
had a negative impact on our budget this year and the
funding for Sixth Forms is being cut by 10% over the next
three years. Nevertheless the budget has
been managed and balanced, and, as we
move to Academy status, we are hoping for
a period of greater stability in our budget
planning. There is an update on our
conversion to Academy status in this
newsletter.

N
you will see in this newsletter the range of ‘
activities and opportunities we have provided \

this term. We continue to be one of the leading ese—-

schools in the North East for our International links
and have been invited to talk about them at several
conferences as examples of best practice.

e are particularly grateful to Eve Galloway, the
Extended Schools Co-ordinator, for the number and
range of additional activities she has overseen. Eve is
currently employed by the cluster of Teesdale School and

School re-opens for students:-

Tuesday 6 September 2011 | Wednesday 7 September 2011
for Years 7, 12 & 13 for Years 8, 9, 10 & 11

the feeder Primary schools. Unfortunately, Extended
Services is a budget being cut and ceases under the current
arrangement from September. However, I am pleased that
we have been able to find additional funds to employ Eve
directly, which means she will have even
more time to spend with our students
from September.

A s I informed you earlier in the
term, I will be taking a one year
sabbatical from September to work on some education
projects for the EU. We have a very strong leadership team
and they will jointly be taking over the running of the school.
We will have an unusual, but we believe effective
arrangement, in that there will be three Co-Principals who
will oversee the internal management of the school and will
have specific areas of responsibility. Ms Ellis will lead and
manage all issues to do with teaching and learning. This will
include the quality of what is taught, and how well students
are achieving and progressing in their lessons. Mr Maguire
will have responsibility for the curriculum, and will
determine  the courses on offer, staffing levels and
deployment, options, setting and timetables. Mr Southeran
will lead on all matters to do with student welfare, the
pastoral and inclusion structures and parental engagement.

he Co-Principals will be supported by three Vice-

Principals who will have an internal management role
but also lead on external links as part of our Academy
responsibilities. Mrs Bedwell will deal with staff welfare
and development, and link with our partners involved in
teacher training and professional development. Mr
Cartwright is the Business Manager and Company Secretary
of the new Academy Trust. Mr Williams will lead data
management and tracking, developing innovative practice and
providing consultancy services to other schools. Should you
need to speak to a senior member of staff over any of these
matters you will be directed to the relevant member of the
leadership team.

We are looking forward to another good set of GCSE
results this year. Our internal analysis shows that we
continue to build on the strengths
recoghised by Ofsted and that our levels of
achievement continue to be 'Outstanding.
We look forward to next year and the
further opportunities that our Academy
status will provide.

I wish everyone a relaxing and pleasant summer break.

Paul Harrison Headteacher

Prospect Place Barnard Castle County Durham DL12 8HH
Tel (01833) 638166 / 637507
Fax (01833) 695127 E-mail: office@teesdaleschool.com www.teesdaleschool.com
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To Beijing and
Back

n the 19 April a group of Year 8 and

Year 9 students from Teesdale School set
off to Beijing for what they knew was going to
be a trip of a lifetime. They were joined by eight
students from Tudhoe School on the visit, which
was itself the result of a partnership between
the schools and Number 41 Middle School in
Shijiazhuang in northern China set up by
Marjorie Bedwell, Assistant Headteacher at
Teesdale and her husband, Stanley Bedwell,
who holds the similar role in Tudhoe School.
This was definitely the most adventurous school
trip for either of the schools and turned out to be
wonderfully rich cultural experience for all. We
travelled by British Airways to Beijing and once
in the hands of our wonderful tour guide we
managed to pack into four days what most
people would have taken two weeks to see.

n our first afternoon we went to the
beautiful Temple of Heaven and from
there to see a wonderful history of kung fu,
performed in Beijing's Red Theatre where we
were all dazzled by the skill of the performers
which included Chinese dragons. Unusually for
Beijing the next day brought rain, so we
changed our itinerary to go to the peaceful
Behai Park, which like all of the historic sites is
within the huge and bicycle filled city of Beijing
itself. We went on to Tiananmen Square and
were very impressed with its scale and size. It
was interesting too to see how tight security
was in what is obviously a national monument.
We had a group photograph taken under the
famous photograph of Chairman Mao and we
could all
imagine scenes
from the more
recent  past.
From there we
.1 walked into the
Forbidden City
and were all
both enchanted
and amazed by
the size, beauty
and history of
" the site. The
T - emperor  who
sl =54 \\"’ built it was so
Ellen Collins, Amy Holguin and ~ desperate  to
Mrs Bedwell on The Great Wall  avoid intruders

that the bricks which make up the courtyard
floors are 15 bricks deep-to avoid tunnelers!
The students learnt here about the symmetrical
way the palaces and courtyards were built and
how they all follow a central line into the heart of
what is a city within a city. The evening brought
a chance to go to the night market and for the
more adventurous students to eat scorpions on
sticks!!

he next day was the highlight and in bright

sunshine we set out with the students to
become heroes by walking on the Great Wall. It
was dazzling to see and many of our students
seemed not at all phased by the dizzying
heights or the steep descents. From there we
moved to the sites of the Ming Tombs and the
Sacred Road where again we felt the sense of
tranquility and beauty that the Chinese ancient
architects do so well. Many students were
dazzled here by the materials used to build, we
saw hardwood pillars that were over 3000 years
old! On the following day we went to the
Summer Palace and saw how the empress
would relax by the beautiful lake. It was really
busy there and our students as often happened
were besieged by street vendors persuading
them to by a ‘Rolex’! From there we went to
shop at Beijing’s Silk Market and here we were
joined by when Elinor Betton, who went on from
Teesdale School to study for degree in History
and Chinese at Sheffield and who is now
teaching in the Chinese coastal city of Qindao.
Not only did she give us lots of interesting
details about life in China but she also gave the
students a role model for the just what it's
possible to do in terms of travel and being
independent. In the Silk Market our students
found they had hidden talents at the ancient art
of bartering for the goods they wanted to buy
and they certainly managed to knock the market
traders down about two thirds of the original
price!

he next day we set of for the long ride to

Shijiazhuang where we were delighted, not
only with the quality of our hotel, but with the
warmth of our welcome from our partner school.
The students and teachers all quickly got
together and went to the local park. Unlike the
parks we see, this one came equipped with a
lake, little buggies to drive, a funfair and its own
tower, apparently one of the highest in Asia. We
all went to the top and saw over the small city of
Shijiazhiuang; small in Chinese terms means
about five million residents!

Laura Brownlie and friend at No 41
Middle School, Shijiazhuang

he next day was to be very exciting as we

all went into school. It was staggering for
our students, all from relatively small rural
schools to see the numbers of students as
literally hundreds of them jogged around the
playground or waited for lessons. Classes were
made up of at least 50 students, school was
from 7.30 to 5.45 and after that it was time for
homework! Our students went to lessons and
then went home for lunch with their partners.
The Chinese families had prepared all sorts of
delicacies for our students and treated them like
royal guests. In the afternoon they had lessons
with the Chinese students in music and art and
robotics before they went back home again with
their partners. Here they again were so well
treated and came back showered with gifts from
a watermelon, to flowers, to fans, to cuddly
toys!! For the teachers too, the Chinese
generosity was quite overwhelming and they
always put our needs before their own. It was
certainly clear that the partnership the three
schools have developed will flourish and that in
the summer we will be able to reciprocate the
welcome we received.

he following morning we went with the

students and their teacher to see Longxing
Temple which has a bronze Buddha over 20
metres tall, with a thousand eyes! It was very
hot and yet, like much of China, was tranquil
and beautiful. After a final farewell meal we said
our goodbyes and then returned to Beijing for
our last night.

W e did much more than this account
covers, including seeing how pearls are
collected and watching a Tea Ceremony. Many
students, despite being such a long way from
home, felt that they really liked China and they
had had a window onto another world. Not only
did they see sights some people can only
dream of seeing, but they had that rare chance
to go into a Chinese home, to be with a family,
to make lifelong friends and to learn for
themselves about the things we do differently
and the things that in many ways are the same
the world over.

Cassie Flint

Visit to our Partner School Year 7 visit to Montdidier

wo of our sixth formers have recently :

spent two weeks at our partner school, :
iLycée Lamarck in Northern France. They i
iwere hosted by pupils from the partner :
: school and spent time working as language :
i assistants in the school. Both students :
i appreciated the chance to improve their :
: language skills and experience life with a:
{French family. We hope to repeat this:
i exchange for our new Year 12 pupils next :
i year. :

ear 7 have just returned form a cultural and ﬁ

language visit to Montdidier in Northern France. £
Whilst there they had the opportunity to use their .
languages skills to buy their lunch from the market,
interview local people and complete challenges in the
town. They also spent a busy but enjoyable day in
Paris, visiting the sites and reaching the top of the
Eiffel Tower. The week was topped off by a visit to
Asterix Park, where fun was had by all on the roller
coasters and water rides. Whilst away the pupils were excellent ambassadors for our school and
the UK. Watch this space for details of next year’s trip!

At Parc Asterix—Mackenzie Kellett ,
Elizabeth Lees, Jocelyn Dye, Katherine
Hazelton and Chantal Goulder



Well it's been another incredibly hectic year of
internationalism at Teesdale. We are now seen by
many as an excellent leader in all things internationalism.

s well as our established trips to the WW1 Battlefields

(Belgium) and Montdidier (France) this year we've
established links with Russia, China (See extra article) and
Spain, and in September we're hoping to set up a link with
Pakistan.

| n May we welcomed our partner school from Moscow,
who were lucky enough to be the first residential guests of
the recently opened Hub.

H owever, one of the biggest international projects this
year was linking up with school from a town called
Koprivshtitsa based in the Bulgarian Sreda Gora mountains.
In the spring of 2011, 17 pupils from Koprivshtitsa arrived
at Teesdale School and embarked on a project which would
provide new skills and training, whilst using sustainable
materials. The Bulgarian students along with students from
Teesdale produced a product which would allow students to
enjoy fun traditional games in a giant way outdoors (Giant
Chess and Drafts set). Very quickly a friendly and
productive partnership was established between the two
sets of students, which later enabled pupils from both
countries to develop a real sense of community. The warm
relationship between the students ensured a motivational
atmosphere and a real sense of achievement.

On completion of the project at Teesdale, both sets of
students flew to Bulgaria where they embarked on
building prototypes of the geodesic dome and outer-walls
(Straw + Mud from local hillsides). Several experiments
were carried out and problems solved as to the exact
composition required enabling sustainability of the structure.
Throughout the experimentation pupils remained positive
and focused on the task in-hand, which lead to a
tremendous bond being established between all the pupils.
During the inclement weather pupils from Teesdale took
part in and also taught English to pupils from all age groups.
This added to the sense of companionship and personal
development of many of the pupils from Teesdale.

Overall not only have the students developed new
construction skills and identified the uses of sustainable
materials, they have broadened their horizons, raised their
expectations and experienced the wider-world.

he second phase of this project will take place this
October.

Finally, again we'd like to say a huge thank you to i

everyone who has hosted international children. We
have wonderfully supportive parents; the contributions you
have made to the school over the past year have been
invaluable to the school.

Mr Briton
International Coordinator

Barcelona Visitors

November 2011 and we also hope to send some 6th formers out for work experience later in the year.

M any thanks to all involved who made 7 months of hard work and planning come together.

S, 3
Bulgarian Partnership.
Sacha Sablin (Russian

immersion student) playing
chess against Bradley

Jackson (Year 8) with the

outdoor Chess-Set build by
Year 11 Construction

Students from Teesdale in

Partnership with our
Bulgarian partnership school.

Year 11 pupils on site in
Bulgaria
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D uring the first week of July we hosted our first ever Spanish exchange students at Teesdale School. Thirteen pupils
arrived from Sant Gervasi School, Barcelona and stayed with Year 10 pupils who are studying GCSE Spanish.

he week was a great success with our students improving their communication and cultural awareness as well as the
: Spanish students adapting to English living. There was a great buzz around all pupils and this has had a positive impact
. on those students involved who formed friendships and memories that will last a lifetime. Our return visit to Barcelona will be in

Mrs A Pine :

Successful Big Breakfast Bazaar

T eesdale School opened its doors to the community on Saturday 9th April

with a Big Breakfast Bazaar.

of how well our students work together in
our vertical tutoring system.’

6]t was great to see our staff and |
students forming such close and

Visitors to the school in Barnard Castle had the chance to win prizes in a
variety of activities offered by the students. These included: ‘Dunk the
teacher’, ‘Tin Can Alley’ and a Playstation tournament as well as the more
traditional ‘Guess the sweets in the jar’ and cake stalls. In addition, there were
other stalls run by local individuals, community groups and businesses, making
over 60 in total.

B reakfast was served by students in the dining room and this proved very
popular with staff, students and visitors alike!

‘W e were delighted to be part of such a successful community event,’
Assistant Headteacher, John Southeran said, ‘It's yet another example

Last October, seven willing Year 8 pupils and one Year 9 pupil agreed to represent Teesdale School
in a regional enterprise competition where they have been competing against 20 other schools in
a number of different business challenges. The group chose the name TEEMWORKS as their company
name (Teesdale Encourages Enterprising Minds WORKS!). The group decided on a business idea
and after discussions and debates came up with a Durham County Discount Card (DCDC). This is a
loyalty card that offers its users promotions and discounts on a variety of businesses in County

Durham.

effective teams to raise money for charity.
Its a mark of how much respect and
affection our staff and students have for
each other, and for the school, that they are willing to give up their time to help
others on such a sunny Saturday morning’ added Julie Bissicks, Assistant Head
of Goodall House.

L to R Shanice Hardy, Abigail Kent,
Bethany Gardner

oney raised will go to the three house charities chosen by the students for
this year: Help for Heroes, Oxfam and Water Aid.

You saw them here first — potential
future entrepreneurs taking part in
one of their challenges.

t the time of going to press, TEEMWORKS are in the top half of the school leader board with the biggest challenge to come, a
presentation to a panel of expert judges in Durham. They will find out their final place (and possible award!) at a special Awards
Dinner on 8™ July.

Well done to all of them, they have been very passionate about DCDC and most importantly, they have gained valuable skills in the
world of business!



Extended Services News

Radio Teesdale
Workshops

group of Teesdale students

have completed a six week
after school course with Radio
Teesdale, gaining experience of
operating the equipment,
interviewing, creating a
programme and being interviewed
on live radio!

hanks to Andrew and Peter at
Radio Teesdale, but also to
Marianne Dixon who did a
fantastic presentation at
assemblies to promote the course
and recruit participants. We hope tha

school’'s Radio Station up and running, those who did
the workshops will be first in line to get involved. Some

of the group are pictured
Enterprise House.

Marianne Dixon, Charlie

Style Workshops

: ‘Families having Fun’
F amilies from Teesdale and Staindrop schools, Montalbo, Green Lane
and St Mary's Primary schools have been taking part in a series of fun
: activities organised by our Extended Services team. Following the success
 of the cooking course, with school chef, Nick Copson, families have gone on
i to try their hands at container gardening—courtesy of Lowfield Nursery in
, + Bamard Castle; Lego Robotics with Sally Landon; attended a family picnic
: during half term; and are currently doing a ceramics course with local artist Judy Caplin! Parents and
 children have commented that this is a great way of spending quality time as a family!

Nicola Cuthard with
Paisley Wood and his
younger brother, Jamie

ore fun is planned, including geo-caching with Jackie Moody, Bowling at Barnard Castle Bowhng
Green, and a Love Food cooking session. Please contact Nicola if you'd like your family to get
involved.

Andrew Harrison with epending on our success in accessing more funding, we hope to offer a full

programme of Families Having Fun in the autumn!

D

Ruddick, Caitlin Owen,

Liam Lister, Catherine

Harding and Mitchell
Goddard

t when we get the

here outside of

group of girls have been getting hints about make-up, hair styles, colours and their body shape, gaining an understanding of how to make
fashion work for them. The workshops which took place on Wednesdays after school, were run by Leah Hobson (Simply You), and have
been a huge success. The highlight of the course was when Diane Raine opened up her local boutique (Pampas, next to the Post Office in Barnard

Castle) after hours for the girls to enj

Gleeful Teesdale School Staff !

M

usic Teacher Emma Withill a
Learning Support Assistant

Rachael Brenkley have been draughted in to
run an all singing, all dancing, Glee-style after
school club at St Mary's RC Primary school.
This is proving to be extremely popular with the

children, ranging from Year 2 to

Moving Up Summer Scheme

uring the first week of the summer
alive with activity, as 60 or so upco

D

Up Summer Scheme. The aim is for new pupils to make friends, become familiar
with their new school surroundings and meet some of the staff they'll encounter in

September. This year we also aim to
activities they'll be able to get involved

basketball, film club, cricket, football, lego robotics and street dance. There will be a day of activities

at the Teesdale Leisure Centre (climbing,
with a family BBQ and mass game of r
making the transition to Teesdale School

oy a personal shoppmg experience, drawing on the tips that Leah had given them during the course.

Face Painting

Form FJG wanted to offer face painting as their fundraising activity at the Big Breakfast
event held at Teesdale school in May. In preparation a face painting course was offered
; after school and the Year 8's were joined by a couple of Childcare and Education (CACHE)
; students to learn a few tips on brush work and blending!

— il

heir new found skills have been put to good use, not only at the Big Breakfast, but by offering face palntlng
sessions at after school clubs in local primary schools. Here Lizzie Barber, Rhian Llewellyn and Bethany
i Peart are pictured with children at Montalbo Extra.

A' Level art work exhibition Volunteers
|
at The Nest Gallery! lice Mann and

he Nest Gallery and café are kindly Rebecca Kidd have
hosting an exhibition of the been volunteering their
fantastic art work produced by this time to deliver sports at
year's A' level students. Invited guests Cotherstone  after
will preview the creations on Friday 8th school club (Cool Kids).

Teesdale school to host
National Play Day event
Local voluntary - organisations

(YMCA and 2D, along with
Sure Start) are planning an event

nd to mark the annual National Play

July,6-8pm, with a musical interlude This is clocking up i Day for families, on Thursday 4th
from our very own Pink Stillettos. The hours  for  their : August. This is likely to take place
exhibition will remain on show at the Community Sports on the fields at Teesdale Schooll

Leaders Award as well
as giving them valuable
life experience.

Nest for a further week and we very

- but watch out for posters and the
much hope everyone will visit.

Year 6. local press for final details.

E ‘Being Me' idea scoops £650!

1 A group of Teesdale students have been successful
'W|th their bid to the Teesdale Action Partnership's
| Children & Young People's Small Grants fund, which
 will help put their idea into action over the summer.
| The idea, which came from Jessica Moore, Lorna
|Hinch and Sarah Teasdale, is to do some team
1 building to strengthen their friendship group, before
| undertaking some work around self image and
i confidence at a residential experience at the Hub.

holidays, Teesdale School promises to be
ming Year 7's will take part in our Moving

S

introduce them to the sorts of after school
in at Teesdale School, such as geo-caching, animation,

swimming, trampoline and sport). We hope to end the week

ounders! Still a few places left if your son or daughter is

in September and would like to join in the fun!.

:Where they can feel happy about 'Being Me'. Then, with their |

! new found confidence and insight into how self confidence can
| affect the important choices young people make around

:frlendshlps drinking, relationships etc, they will engage other !

1 young women in discussion workshops.

1

1 The highlight of the project promises to be a 'natural photo shoot' |

Eve Galloway (Extended Service Co-ordinator)
Call 01833 638166 ext238/mobile 07522034171 or
email eve.galloway@teesdaleschool.com

Nicola Coulthard (Parent Support Adviser)
call 01833 638166 ext 240/mobile 0791757740 or

email nicola.coulthard@teesdaleschool.com 4
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by Mr Ferrari, Mrs Thompson and Mr Wilford

his has been another eventful term for all in the Performing Arts Department. Firstly, we are saying goodbye to

Miss Withill who has been an energetic and inspiring teacher of Music for the last two years. At the Summer
Soiree on 30 June, under the direction of Miss Withill, The Pink Stilettos gave polished a capella performances of
popular songs including So me ki n Ths 8ingibighgroup will continue under the leadership of Miss Houlton,
who replaces Miss Withill in September.

he concert also welcomed 26 students from Middleton Primary School with their guitar teacher Mr Waite,

who gave lively and inspiring interpretations of songs such as The Eye of the Tiger and Thriller. The
youngsters have been assisted this term by Teesdale student Allister Eldred, who will be offering guitar lessons
at Teesdale from September. The concert also featured community choir No Added Sugar, under the direction of
Jane Ford, and our Soul Band who performed, among others songs, their new number Rolling in the Deep, by
Adele.

| Budding DJs

:Year 9  students have had the
1 opportunity in Music to try their hand
:at DJ skills with visiting instructor Dan
1 Tuck from TCR. This was part of the Pop Music

I Project all Year 9s have taken part in, and some
:students have created their own interpretations of pop i
1 songs which will be presented in the Main Hall at the end :

Bursary Award

Roller Coaster for Year 7

his year we have been enormously

privileged in being able to offer the taken part in a Roller Coaster
David Nicholson Bursary of up to £250 to a Teesdale Arts Project in which they have
Student to help them develop their skills as a musician. Aswe responded to the emotional
go to press, the decision of who the successful applicant is ~ experience of riding on a roller
has yet to be made. The bursary has been made possible ~ coaster. The collaborative artwork

has seen students use software to
g:)rr?(l:jg:t] the generous support of the Teesdale Brass Band split a photographic image taken at Lightwater Valley and then

reproduce the sections in different styles. See the photograph for
an example of the work created.

n July, all Year 7 students have

Product Design

News Creating a Mural :
I Art featured prominently in the ‘Do I
Something Different Day when |
| students took part in two Art!
| activities—a giant mixed media:
1 mural, to create an image of the
1 school badge, and sculpture, in the |

tudents have produced
creative solutions to a
range of design challenges
this year. In KS3 students
have made jewellery, clocks,

mini monsters, personalised ~ USB Sticks manufactured by | I memorial garden, made from found |
key rings and bookends using Year 10 : natural objects. 1
wood, textiles, metals and = 2020202000 |m=—=—=——————————-—-——-—-- !
plastics to generate their outcomes. Art Department visit to the
Yorkshire Sculpture Park
In Year 10, GCSE Product Design students have
explored the historical context of design and t's been another busy year for
developed their manufacturing skills through the the Art department. In the
production of hardwood products, USB sticks and | gutumn term we had a successful
explored how many items are packaged. visit to the Yorkshire Sculpture

ear 11 have been busy taken their Controlled Park for Years 10'and 11to see

Assessments. Despite being the first time for us with | theé work of David Nash. This
this new process, many students have performed form.ed part of their contextual
admirably, manufacturing high quality pieces work | Studies and they were able to
including MP3 speakers and items for sale in garden sketch and take photos of the
centres. large scale sculptures.

he Sixth Form have also performed well. Good

results in exams taken earlier in the year and some
strong technical performances during practical
assignments will hopefully ensure our students will get
the grades they desire in August.

London Art Visit

n the spring term the Sixth Form

had a trip to London to visit the
major art galleries. Again, this is an
important part of the research and
forms the basis of their personal
study at A level.

ur A’ Level students have explored lighting, storage,
mobility aids and equipment for teaching music
theory.




House News

Goodall ....
oon‘

Goodall house have had another successful year. In all ten forms there is a really good atmosphere, with (<)
students of different ages mixing and working with each other during form time. The co-operative spirit e
produced was no more evident than during the Charity Big Breakfast event on Saturday 9th April when they all had

stalls raising money for a charity of their choice. Each stall was manned by the form tutors and students. On their Housa
behalf we would like to thank everyone who supported this event. Next year it will be even bigger and better!

n September, Mrs Bissicks will be taking over as Head of Goodall House with Miss Masterman as Assistant Head of House. We
would like to thank the parents and students of Goodall for all of the help and support they have given us over the last few
years. Goodall has a fantastic set of kids in it and they have been great to work with. | wish them all well in the next exciting
chapter for Goodhall House.

Mr | Falconer and Mrs J Bissicks

Faraday ...

here did that year go? Many thanks to all students for their efforts this year — Faraday were the first to

achieve the 450 merits — well done to Ella Blackburn on that, and to all of those who were close on her heels.
Also to the three Faraday students who won rucksacks for their part in the British Heart Foundation charity effort—
Sian, Tabitha and Lewis! Well done to Marianne for her work promoting Radio Teesdale and to all who took part in
the Big Breakfast.

We would like to send our best wishes to those leaving the Faraday team: Mrs Dalton and Mr Clyde, many thanks for all your
work with your respective forms—you will be missed. We look forward to welcoming back Mrs Nergaard, when she finishes her
maternity leave but I'd like to thank Miss Hart for stepping into the breach in the meantime.

myself will be leaving my role as Faraday head — I wish all the best to Mr Pilling who will certainly take Faraday to new heights
and would like to thank all those in my house who have made me feel so welcome (and who have suffered my assemblies with
great forbearance) and of course Mrs Pine, who has made a huge contribution this year — good luck with the baby!

t the time of writing we are hoping to retain the sports day trophy and I will of course continue to support Faraday! Have an
excellent summer and come back thirsty for achievement!

Mr A Wiseman and Mrs Pine

gNewt on ......

ewton House has had a fantastic although busy term. We have been making steady progress moving up the
house points board after a slow start—and are still out in first place! The students have been working hard on our
house challenges throughout the year with the culmination of the fantastic Big Breakfast Bazaar success. The student :
: council have worked hard making a display board in the entrance hall—so please stop and have a look at how hard the student council :
i are working (and making us work!). H

We would like to welcome, and thank, all the new Year 7 students for their fantastic start to their Teesdale journey on their three day
visit. We are all looking forward to you joining us in September. :

e would like to make a special mention to a couple of students, Billy Cassidy and Adam Lee-Shield for their support of the cricket :

team, and James Cook for his achievements at the Middleborough Academy. We would also like to thank the Year 10 students for :
not only representing our House and School but themselves on their recent work experience—they are a credit to us all. Additionally, we :
 would like to congratulate all of the students for their efforts in performing and running a form assembly throughout the year—all of them
were fantastic. A special mention has to go to NEW tutor group for their fantastic induction video that they made for the Year 6 students.

nfortunately this newsletter has gone to print before the results of the Sports Day and the House Merits competition—hopefully we
have done well. H

his is also the time of year when we say goodbye, not only to some of our students but also to members of staff. We would like to
: wish Neive and Libby Percival well on their move to Cheshire and Holly Rogers on her move to Switzerland—we will all miss you! :
Additionally, we would like to thank Miss Withall for her support over the last two years and wish her well on her move to Borneo! We are
i sure that she will have a few visitors from members of staffl | would also like to thank Mr. Pilling for his support over the last two years
iand wish him success on his promotion to Head of Faraday House (although not too much luck in the House competitions!), and :
congratulate Miss. Bennett and Mr. Blackett on their promotions to Assistant Heads of House. We would like to welcome Mr. Whitehead,
i who will be taking over NAB, Miss. Houlton who will be taking over NEW and Ms. Richardson who is taking over NLB. We are all looking
forward to working with you.

: What’s the scores?

inally, it has been a long and fruitful term/year; all our students have been working hard and ] House
been an asset to the school. We wish both the students and yourselves a very good, well Merits Points
: earned, but most importantly, safe summer break. Newton 41248 8250

Faraday 38232 7646
Goodall 29974 5995

Mrs N Read and Mr D Pilling




Other News

Teesdale School headed to the
Championship

Recently some of our students were given the
opportunity to take part in a Championship football
match as ball girls or ball boys. On Easter Monday, the
students participated in the penultimate home game at the
Riverside where they were thrilled to see the Home team
clinch an injury time winner against Coventry watched
over by their proud families. The lucky 14 students,
ranging from Year 8 through to Year 11, were given the
opportunity to sit pitch side during the game and even use
the home team dugout at half time. In addition to donning
the Middlesbrough kit the students were hands on with
everyone getting at least one touch of the ball. Adam Dent
commented “it was a fantastic day especially as | support
Middlesbrough; it was amazing to be so close to the
players and touch the ball”.

he highlights of the game were shown on Sky Sports

News and on the Football League show and the
students thoroughly enjoyed seeing themselves on the
television. Lauren Read added | think events like this
encourage people my age to volunteer and get involved
with sport, it was also very good that we had an equal mix
of boys and girls, it was a great day out”. John Southeran
Assistant Headteacher who accompanied the students
said “this was a fantastic opportunity for our students to
participate with a local team and benefit from the
community links we are building as a school. As always
our students conducted themselves impeccably and were

an absolute credit to the school and the parents watching”.

English

n Friday 24™June, the two
top English sets in Year 9
came together for a special
Gifted and Talented Showcase
event. The two groups, from

(9,

different sides of the year (9x1 and 9Y1)
brought food for a ‘shared’ lunch and then
went on to share the outcomes of the work

on ‘The Send my Sister to School’
campaign in the school's VLC (Virtual
Learning Centre). For many of the students,
this is the third consecutive year in which
they have used their language skills to
participate in the campaign. This is also the
second Showcase Gifted and Talented
event for the year group following the
projects they completed and shared during
last year’s ‘One Goal’ campaign.

tudents had produced a variety of

presentations and short video pieces,
exploring the plight of girls who are unable
to get an education in the Developing
World. Presentations included short films in
the style of charity advertisements and
documentaries, a music video featuring lip-
syncing and dance routines to songs
synonymous with female empowerment
and a Come Dine with Me Update Special
(a sequel to a film piece from last year's
campaign). The students very much
enjoyed celebrating all their hard work in
this way.

|n preparation for this, students have
studied a variety of both spoken and

written texts, including a Women’s Rights
speech by Hillary Rodham Clinton, the
dialogue of the character Jane Eyre from
the novel of the same name by Charlotte
Bronte and the empowering lyrics of
‘Defying Gravity’ from the contemporary
musical Wicked by Stephen Schwartz.

Following this showcase, over fifty
persuasive language message
‘Buddies’ (a template showing ‘brother’ and
‘sister’ figures united and holding hands)
from the students regarding their feelings
about the fight to get all primary age
children an education by 2015, whatever
their background or circumstances, were
sent to local MP Helen Goodman for her to
read and acknowledge. These are then to
be forwarded to Mr Cameron at Downing
Street in order to remind him of his pledge
to ensure that all children in the Developing
World are given the educational
opportunities they deserve and have a right
to. World leaders across the globe have
received millions of similar messages from
children all over the planet, across June
and July 2011.

e look forward to a response to our

hard work, as we have done for the
last two years since the beginning of our
involvement with the campaign.

Miss L Todd
Assistant Director of Languages and Literature
(KS3 English)

act:onaid

Busy Childcare Students

E arlier this year the Year 12 and Year 13 CACHE (Childcare
in Education) students held individual toddler groups in
school. Each group invited local childminders, parents, and
carers to a morning of activities. Students baked cakes and
biscuits with Mrs Folkes prior to the events and these were

served as a snack to the adults and children attending. The Year 12 students, Rebecca
Sutherland, Ashley Wright, Danielle Anderson, Jade Hadden and
Cara Firmin provided a session of music and singing which
corresponded with Science week. The Year 13 students, Ashleigh
Kirby, Natalie Priestly, Lisa Robinson and Rachel Barwick held a
craft session with an Easter egg hut. Both days were thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone and excellent feedback was given from all
\ adults attending the sessions. A big thank you and well done to all
students involved.

Date Re-open for

Holiday Teaching Purposes

Closing Date

& May Day 2012

{ Tuesday 6 September 2011
For Years 7,12 & 13
Summer 2011 Wednesday 7 September
2011
For Years 8,9, 10 & 11
Autumn half term 2011 Thursday 20 October 2011 Monday 31 October 2011
Christmas 2011 Friday 16 December 2011 Wednesday 4 January 2012
Spring half-term 2012 Friday 10 February 2011 Monday 20 February 2012
Easter 2012 Friday 30 March 2012 Monday 16 April 2012
Training Day (Friday 4 May 2012) | 1y < qay 3 May 2012 Tuesday 8 May 2012

Summer Half-term 2012 Friday 1 June 2012 Monday 11 June 2012
Summer 2012 Friday 20 July 2012 To be determined
Important note: Teacher training days for 2011 / 2012 will be:
Monday 5 September 2011 Friday 21 October 2011 Monday 19 December 2011 Tuesday 3 January 2012  Friday 4 May 2012

Therefore the school will be closed to students -



Students Doing
Something
Different

On Friday 1st July |
staff provided a [
“Do Something
Different Day”. Normal lessons were put on hold
and students in Years 7, 8 and 9 participated in
team building, creative, mental and physical
challenges. Activities such as archery, geo-caching
and creative story telling were available and there
was a whole school picnic at lunch time. The day
finished with “The Big Sing”, an activity in which
over 300 students sang a line each from a popular
rock song, and the whole event was recorded and
reported upon by our very own journalists and film
crews.

There are lots of exciting events happening over the
summer. For further information and to organise
transport please contact Nicola on 07917597740.

Quiz for the whole family - Thursday 21st July from

along and test your 'family' general knowledge to
celebrate the end of the school year! Drinks and nibbles
provided.

Family Picnics across the dale - come along with your
family and picnic to enjoy some outside fun. From 11.30
till 2.30, all are welcome. Fingers crossed for the
sunshine to join us!
e  Thursday 4th August on the bottom field
at Teesdale School (next to the new Hub)
e  Tuesday 23rd August on Cotherstone School field
e Thursday 25th August on Middleton in Teesdale
School field

And just for the kids, the YMCA Girls Group and Boys
Group are also doing some exciting activities over the
summer for those aged 10 to 14 years. For more info
contact YMCA Barnard Castle on 01833 695780.

6.30pm till 8.30pm at Green Lane Primary School. Come

I Doing their bit for
; Disabled Youngsters
|
tudents were
delighted to donate a
cheque for £150 to
1 TODYS (Teesdale
|Opportunities for
1 Disabled  Youngsters
I Association) at the
: beginning of July.

ODYS offers the
youngsters
| experiences which would otherwise not be available to them - such
1as art and music workshops; climbing on fully accessible climbing |
1 walls; horseriding; water sports and action—packed exciting holidays. 1
| TODYS apply for grants to fund these activity breaks, however, Joan 1
Balley, the secretary of TODYS said, “Donations, such as this from !
; Teesdale School, are vital to ensure that TODYS can continue to
1 provide activity days throughout the year for the youngsters and their |

1 families who require support.” 1
1

Students with the cheque before
presentation

his summer, TODYS will be visiting the coast, going to the Sea :
Life Centre and having a picnic and games on the beach. Also, a 1
' volunteer-supported family daytrip is planned, and the money donated |
by the Teesdale students will go towards these much needed trips. !

: As well as helping TODYS, students across the whole school also 1
I raised money for their three House charities for 2011; Help for !
1 Heroes, Oxfam and Water Aid with their Big Breakfast Bazaar in April
1 this year by organising a tabletop sale and selling breakfast to visitors |
I to the school (see the report in this newsletter also). A similar event is 1
: already being planned for the spring of 2012. 1

1

'J ulie Bissicks, Assistant Head of Goodall House, said, “Our!
students are very excited to be giving this money to a local charity. !

i They did an amazing job of organising the Big Breakfast Bazaar |
1 earlier in the year and now they are starting to see exactly how this |
1 money will be used by the recipients. We are all very proud of how 1

: well they worked to achieve this success.” 1
1

' nyone who wants to find out more about TODYS can contact I
them by emailing at todys-secretary@hotmail.co.uk or checkmg !
 Out their website: www.communigate.co.uk/ne/todys

A t the next AGM, the PTA will
consider the adoption of a new
constitution based on the current model
of the National Conference of Parent
Teacher Associations. They will also look at the possibility
of re-branding as 'Friends of Teesdale School'.

he next PTA meeting is on Monday 12 September in the

School's VLC followed by the AGM on Monday 3
October. New members are always welcome to come along
and join us. The meetings start at 6.30pm and are short and
informal.

LIBRARY BOOKS

Please can all students hunt out those lost or
: forgotten Library books and return them to Mrs
Bishop as soon as possible. Thank you.


https://amsprd0102.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=57ceb1364fdb49b2a59ee4ad4473dbeb&URL=mailto%3atodys-secretary%40hotmail.co.uk
http://www.communigate.co.uk/ne/todys

Science

Teesdale School’s
Science College News July 2011

Startforth Primary School Scientists

tudents from Startforth Primary School enjoyed an exciting morning at Teesdale School as part of their highly '/,

enjoyable Science themed week. Students arrived in their home made lab coats to take on a series of Science

challenges involving fizzing, reacting, sparking and burning.

he Startforth students were superb throughout the morning and Assistant Headteacher at Teesdale, Neil Williams, commented, “The pupils

were so enthusiastic.

It was a fantastic experience to teach them and to see so much enjoyment.” Emma Hunt, Science coordinator at

Startforth, who has organised a range of activities for the students over the week said “The pupils and staff loved it — it was a great moment in a
great week!” Mr Williams went on to say that “Events like this are really important in building relationships between ourselves and our primaries —
we're always looking for ways to help our primaries and to improve transition.”

Engineering Education Scheme
(England)

' . As a final piece to their project the year 12
\l e Engineering Scheme students visited the :
gl Selset Hydropower generation facility AT

Selset Reservoir. The students were shown

how RWE NPower take the water from the :
pre 1950 pipes and feed it into the new turbine

Sophie Metcalfe, Jevon
Crawley and Sean Hockney in  hoyse, purpose built for the facility. The :

the turbine house turbine was designed and built by Andritz :

Hydro, an Austrian turbine design and construction company. The Turbine is :
bespoke to Selset and is a Francis type (it has double curvature blades). The
facility will produce 0.4MW for the National Grid. The team were escorted
throughout by the project engineer from RWE, Tim James.

Celebration and Assessment Day - 6t April 2011

n 6% April the Engineering team travelled to Newcastle University to

demonstrate and celebrate the work they had achieved over the last 6 :
months. They were there with over 50 other teams from the North East. The
first session was for them to deliver a 15 minute presentation to a panel of
engineers and university academics—a daunting task for anyone! They
distinguished themselves well and confidently fielded a number of questions
from the panel.

fterwards the panel visited their stand to discuss the report that the team

had constructed over the 6 months and to test their knowledge of how
hydropower is generated. They used the model which they built during the
December workshop and refined over the intervening months.

he students agreed they had a very challenging, yet enjoyable, project
over the 6 months and were now better equipped with many skills
necessary for the workplace.

Teesdale's
Weathergirls meet Trai
Anfield

On 29 June, four Year 7
students went to the
Science Learning Centre in
Durham for a special workshop
in collaboration with BBC Look
North Meterologist, Trai
Anfield.

Lucy Wilson, Rebekah Bunnett, Chantal
Goulder, and Elizabeth Lees meet Trai
Anfield

I

I

I

he group met with 3 other schools to script and perform two I

weather broadcasts—one set in the present, 2011 and one in the |

future, 2050. The idea was to see how the collection of data from the |
school's weather station could be used by the local community to

predict weather trends and then adapt to avoid difficulties. |

I

I

I

I

I

Trai organised the event in an informal, fun way, producing two
sample broadcasts - one with her dressed as a granny! She gave
the groups lots of tips on how to produce a "catchy" news item. The
students were then able to compare their ideas from a rural
community with those from a very different urban background. The
girls now hope to video their scripts to show at a later date.

Experience of a French Teacher

ou may have heard about me from the students
but, let me introduce myself. My name is Ms
: Aline GUERBET and | am currently in my fourth .

: year of teaching Physics and Chemistry in France. ¢

= For the past school year, | have had the opportunity \ 7 K

.to work as a Teaching Assistant in Science at ) ]
: Teesdale School. | came to improve my English in order to teach Physms :
= and Chemistry in this language as soon as possible back home. Being :
: here has allowed me to explore new ways of teaching science and to :
: share my experience with the other teachers of science at school. | have :
: been here since September and | will finish my stay at the end of July. | :
s was a little scared at the beginning, but everything went well and | :
= quickly felt that | would not regret living this professional experience
: abroad.

have observed a range of lessons—essentially in Years 7, 8, 11 and :
12, noticing more and more differences everyday. The many activities :
: that are proposed to the students during a lesson, which obviously are :

= very different from those we use in France, will help me to vary my way :
: of teaching next year. | have really appreciated discovering and =
: observing how an English school works, particularly the students and :
= teachers’ schedules, and the many opportunities they have to share :

:moments together, not only during a lesson but also by practicing =
= different activities that are proposed throughout the day.

Everything | have seen has been really interesting and the numerous :
exchanges | have had with the students have permitted me to :
understand better how their school life is. As | have become more =
comfortable | began to teach Years 7 and 12 at the end of September =
and as the time passed by, | was glad to notice that the students got &
more and more involved. | have also taken part in almost all of the trips :
that were organised throughout the year and | enjoyed them a lot.

his was my first time in England but | really loved living in the North-
east : there were a lot of places to visit and the beauty of the
landscape impressed me on more than one occasion.

ast but not least, | really appreciated the kindness and help provided :
by all the members of staff and will always be thankful to them. This =
experience was a wonderful one and | will never forget it.

Miss GUERBET, Aline

Academy Update

overnors and the Senior Leadership Team are working

tirelessly to secure the conversion of the school to Academy
Status in time for 1% August 2011. Works are continuing with the
Department for Education and Local Authority to agree the land
lease, asset transfers, staff transfer and governance structure
which together with the funding agreement we hope to secure the
secretary of states approval for conversion in August, which
should this slip, we would then look at September.

hilst we are very excited about this new chapter in the

school’s history we are mindful of what the changes will
mean to all our stakeholders. As the school name, uniform, staff,
curriculum etc will not be altered, there will be no noticeable
changes. What we do envisage is that the conversion will allow
us to preserve and protect those services we currently provide
which are under threat through government reforms, cutbacks
and grant reductions.

Itimately we strongly believe the conversion will enable our

drive to embed the outstanding achievements the school has
obtained in recent years and take these to the next level with
continuous outstanding achievement for all.




