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§ Would Like to Invite all Current (Year 11)
& Prospective Students to attend our 6th
= : Form Open Evening
) ' Thursday 15 “gn.]anuary 2009
.................................... 1 6.45pm — 8.30pm
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International
School Award
2006-2009

Work Experience in Annecy

e have been negotiating with our part-

ner school in Annecy in Western
France to give Sixth Formers the chance to
do work experience in a primary school,
with the opportunity to improve their French
and also experience working life in another
country. We are delighted to be able to
subsidise this trip with the support of the
! British Council.

Teesdale Students have a
voice in Europe

group of 6™ Form students from Tees-

dale School joined two other schools
from the North-East to form the UK delega-
tion at a recent event organised by the Euro-
pean Parliament.

he three schools had won the privilege to

represent the UK through a competition
where they had to address issues concern-
ing young people in Europe. As a result they
took part in a Euroscola day at the European
Parliament in Strasbourg. Before leaving,
they met with MEP Stephen Hughes for a
briefing on the workings of the European
Parliament. Mr Hughes was due to meet
them again in Strasbourg but unfortunately
due to a problem with the building, the parlia-
ment session was transferred to Brussels at
the last minute.

evertheless, the students were able to

visit the headquarters of the European
Parliament, meet officials and participate in a
series of discussions with fellow students
from all over the EU.

he group met with partners not only from

more familiar countries such as ltaly,
Germany and Spain but also those from the
more recent members of the EU including
Bulgaria, Slovenia and the Baltic states.

he main issues the young people raised $

with the EU officials were how to improve
Communication, Education, the Environment
and how to work to offer support for those
less privileged than themselves. The officials
were surprised at the level of debate and
how well informed the young people were.
They were put on the spot several times.

he UK group was commended for the

quality of their input and arguments and
the event ended with exchanges of e-mails
and addresses.

ommenting on the day, Paul Harrison

said: ‘This was a unique opportunity for
our students. They realized at the end of the
event that they are key to the future of
Europe and that they have far more in com-
mon with young people from other countries
than they have differences.’
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Artsmark Recognition

n June 2008 Teesdale School was awarded an :
Artsmark by the Arts Council for England. This :
: prestigious award is given in recognition of the :
: provision made in Music, Drama, Art and Dance at
: Teesdale and the range of opportunities offered to :
: our students. :

School Enjoys The
Sound of Music

he production of The Sound of

Music was a major event in our
calendar. Around 80 students (over
10% of all students in the school)
and many staff took part in each
performance and many more contrib-
uted behind the scenes in a variety of

(Captain
Von Trapp)
and Connie
Flint and
Stephanie
Poulter who
co-directed
the show along with Mrs Nergaard
our Teacher of Drama.

art of our philosophy is that if a

* ways. Around 600 people in the student can fill a role of responsi-
2 local area saw the three highly pro-  bility in our annual show rather than
" fessional performances. Although it & teacher, then they should be given
T 0 was a group effort, several individu-  the opportunity to do so and sixth
%8 als stood out for their high quality form students contributed to set de-
) & performances, including Eleanor  sign, technical support and conduct-
$ Moore (Maria), Tom Richardson Ing.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH

his term we have welcomed 10 m¢re
students to the group, who are vgry

"0

keen and enthusiastic. There are 43 |stu-
dents registered for their Bronze awhrd
and at various stages of completipn.
Some of the skills they have chosen |for
the bronze award range from glass p4dint-
ing, to cookery and photography. For the
volunteering section 6 students have
made contact with a local charity ‘smjle

L for a child’ and are helping to fundraise,
at the moment they are in the plannjng
stages but we are impressed by their drea-
tive ideas so far.

ell done to the following students

who have successfully completed
their Bronze award; John Lumsden and
Jack Stabler. Jack is now continuing to
do his Silver award. The club meets|on
Wednesday Lunchtimes and there will|be

$

(

% $

some evening sessions after the new year
in preparation for
the practice expe
dition which will
be plannedg B %
around Easter.
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3t Help Exams Run Like Clockwork

Exams are among the most important and stressful events in the
life of any learner. That's why it's so important they are conducted
in the correct way. Invigilators are crucial to this process. Invigila-
tors help to make sure the right candidates are in the right places.
They give out vital information such as start and finish times of
exams and ensure candidates have all the materials and informa-
tion needed for each exam. They also help prevent cheating.

Working as a team, invigilators contribute to ensuring a calm envi-
ronment for the exams which gives candidates confidence in the
process.

We are looking for more invigilators to help oversee our exams.
Invigilators need to be reliable and punctual, highly flexible, able to
relate to learners and comfortable in a high-pressure environment.
It's a part time role, but one that can make a real difference.

For more details, contact the Exams Department at school.




Studies students took par

challenge in National Enter-
prise week.

evelop a business idea that
reflected the values of the
Olympic and Paralympic move-
ments in preparation for Lon-
don 2012. After generating
their ideas, the students had to

on Teesside.

Making a he students worked in thr¢e

groups. One group’s idegs

Mark was to develop educational
materials based around partici-

ur Year 11 Pating countries in the Oly

GCSE Business Pics and then go into primafy
t schools and teach about the

in the ‘Make Your Mark Olympics. A second groups
idea was to develop a multi-us€
sports facility to encourage
young people to take up spdrt.
&udents were challenged to 1€ third, and winning team’|s

idea was to create a spedia
activity centre for young carefs

ianne Harrison, Am
McClaughlin, Ellie Rutte
and Tom Lamb's ideas wefe

%

COMMUNITY

Mrs J Philbrick
Mrs C Heseltine

research their market ,and es- q h hool Mr C McCarty
tablish what the unique selling eh”tere as t| e school's entryltq 1, 5 5 et
points of their ideas would be. € national competition W'_T e —
Receiving advice from business over 57,000 student_s .tak' 9
advisers from Teesdale andPart- The team were invited o} | ga
Weardale Enterprise Agency. attend the regional finals held|at
the students also had to prese’nfumley Castle, where they gale| Mr P Nicholls
an income and expenditure an impressiv_e presentation |to]  mrs S Bailes
budget for their ideas. the panel of judges and a lajg§  wrp Heaney
audience.
PARENT
Mrs A V Herbert
Mrs K Pickworth
Mrs M Wilkinson
Mrs S Williams
Mr M Brennan
Mr M Bettison
Mrs T Wilcox
' SPONSOR
Vacancy
ASSOCIATE
Mr C Cartwright
STAFF
Mr P N Harrison
Mrs J Cooper
Mrs K Anderson
) Mr D Ferrari
il LIBRARY BOOKS D Ferrari
0,
_‘”ﬂgﬂ] Please can all students ensure that overdue )2 % %
= | library books are returned as soon as possjble. ) 0 5
Q Thank you. % o

)

(Chair of Governing Body)

(Vice Chair of Governing
Body)




STEM Club gets off to
flying start

eesdale School's new Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-

ics (STEM) club has got off to a flying start with a rocket building project.
Under the supervision of Mr Smith and Mrs Williams, the 23 members of the
club, from Years 7, 8 and 9, have constructed rockets powered by com-
pressed air and water culminating in the launch of real chemical-powered
rockets from the moor in December. Plans for the rest of the year include an
astronomy project and the construction of robots.

Furry Creature Residing in
Science!!

As from January, we will have a new arrival in
the Science department! A Syrian hamster will
be joining the school as part of ‘Pet Club’ which will
be up and running in the new term. This will be
open to lower school students (Years 7, 8 and 9) and will concentrate on
looking at the types of animals our students keep as pets and the type of care
they need.

his is a great opportunity as it will teach younger students about respon-

sibility and caring for a living creature, as well as looking at the natural
habitat of domestic animals. It will enable students with interesting or exotic
pets to educate others about their animals, as well as giving children without
pets an opportunity to look after the hamster during the holidays!

he name of the hamster has yet to be decided; however, it will be
opened up to a student forum in the New Year.

If you have any concerns regarding the Syrian hamst
your child has any phobias or allergies, please con

er or if you know that
tact the school office.

Science in our
Lives

from our feeder
primary  schools2+
took part in a

morning to promote motivg

tion and interest towards s¢

ence as a career. Food saf

bty,

operating theatre, fire safg

ered interactive sessions
plaining the enjoyment an
challenge of their jobs an
how science is used every 9
gle day.

and water board experts del(lv-

ty
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